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HIS is the season wben publish- 
ers bring out their choicest books 
for the fireside and the parlor- 
table. The approach of the long 
evenings, when the cozy lire and 
quiet surroundings produce that 
feeling of home-ncss which renders the 
favorite author a welcomed guest — the 
approach of the season of Holidays, when 
the Annual and the Gift-Book remem- 
brancers pass from hand to hand, as pass- 
books of friendships, or milestones on the 
heart-ways of life — induces the shrewd 
maker of books to reserve to this season 
the volumes most tit for the time. He 
uses all the year in the preparation of 
those superb folios whose portly forms 
and quaintly embossed covers are to grace 
the centre-tables of the " ladies of the 
land." Hence the " announcements" for 
the holidays and winter are looked for- 
ward to with interest — by publishers, 
authors, artists, and readers, alike. 

We have elsewhere referred to the 
" Women of the South" — one of the ele- 
gant octavos designed for the parlor. An- 
other volume, even more superb, and of a 
more widely diversified literary interest, is 
" The Loves and Heroines of the Poets," 
edited b} r Richard Henry Stoddard, and 
published by Derby & Jackson. This 
truly sumptuous book, as a work of 
American handicraft, is a credit to the 
artistic skill of this country — comparing 
favorably with the choicest books from 
English hands, in paper, printing, binding, 
and illustration. The illustrations com- 
prise steel portraits (authentic where 
such were possible to be obtained) of 
Petrarch's Laura, Tasso's Leonora, Ben 
Jonson's Celia, Surry's Geraldine, Shak- 
speare's Love, Waller's Saccharissa, Pope's 
Martha Blomtt, Byron's Maid of Alliens, 
Burns' Highland Mary, Coleridge's Gene- 
vieve, Tennyson's Maud, Longfellow's 
Minnehaha. The ideal portraits are by 
Barry and others, engraved by Halpin, 
Hall, Jackman, Buttre, Rogers, etc., etc. 
The contents of the volume embrace quo- 
tations from one hundred and twenty- 
eight poets — not as many of the race as 
have left the tell-tale record of their 
" tender passion," for we miss the exquis- 
ite story of Camoens and his love, 
Lamartinc and his passions, etc., etc. To 
many of the quotations are affixed, by the 
editor, the history of the poet's loves, and 



these records form one of the most inter- 
esting features of the volume. The sto- 
ries of Dante and Beatrice, Petrarch and 
Laura, Tasso and Leonora, Henry Howard 
and Geraldine, Sir Philip Sydney and 
Stella, Shakspeare and his mysterious 
creature of worship, Donne and his ad- 
mirable Anne, Wotton and his Bohemian 
Queen, Waller and his Saccharissa, Love- 
lace and Lucasta, Pope and his tri-passion, 
Dean Swift and his victims — Stella and 
Vanessa — Burns and Highland Mary, 
Cowper'and Mrs. Unwin, Byron and his 
several subjects, Keats and his nameless 
One — are all told with a graceful, pains- 
taking accuracy, giving to the work a per- 
manent value. Over three hundred 
poems are quoted — embracing, of course, 
only those which serve to syllable the 
story of love and worship. It will be 
seen, then, that the contents of the vol- 
ume are worthy their fine setting, and 
we safely commend it to all in search of 
a book fit even for the queen of hearts. 

Scribner announces " Folk Songs : a 
Book of Golden Poems made for the Pop- 
ular Heart," edited by Dr. J. W. Palmer 
— to contain upward of sixty original 
illustrations, from designs by our leading 
artists, together with the interesting 
feature of fac-similes of the original auto- 
graphs of fifteen famous poems. We hail 
such volumes as an earnest that the day 
of silly annuaries and useless books of 
beauty is past, and trust not one of the 
twenty-eight thousand subscribers to this 
Journal will be guilty of buying some 
miserable English volume, rehashed for this 
market by " enterprising" (?) publishers, 
when such beautiful and worthy books as 
those named above are offered. " Folk 
Songs" will prove a delightful companion 
volume to that of Mr. Stoddard — one 
being the choicest love-poems in our lit- 
erature, the other the heart and fireside 
lyrics of England and America, viz. 
Hooii's "Bridge of Sighs," Tennyson's 
" Miller's Daughter," Kingsley's " Sands 
o' Dee," Longfellow's "Wreck of the 
Hesperus," etc., etc. 

The announcements of new books for 
the fall and winter trade are numerous. 
Ticknor & Fields' list promises to be par- 
ticularly entertaining. It comprises 
Lockhart's "Life of Sir Walter Scott;" 
an illustrated edition of Scott's " Tales of 
a Grandfather;" Horace Mann's "Twelve 
Sermons delivered at Antioch College ;" 
" Lake House," a translation from a Ger- 
man novel of Fanny Sewald; William 



Allingham's "Poems" (in blue and gold); 
" Guesses at Truth," by Two Brothers ; 
"Reminiscences of Scottish Life and 
Character ;" " Recreations of a Country 
Parson," being the famous contributions 
of A. K. H. B. to Eraser's Magazine, 1 vol., 
12mo ; " Poems by Rev. Wm. Crosswell, 
D. D.," edited, with a Memoir, by Rev. 
Arthur Cleveland Coxe, D. D., 1 vol. ; 
" The Life of Francis Bacon," founded on 
Original Letters and Documents, by Hep- 
worth Dixon, 1 vol., lOmo; "The Life 
and Career of Major Andre," by Win- 
throp Sargent, 1 vol., 12mo ; " Life in the 
Old World— Switzerland and Italy," 
being Sketches from a Diary during four 
years' journeyings, by Frederika Bremer, 
translated by Mary Howitt, and printed 
from her manuscript ; " Poems," by Rose 
Terry, 1 vol., 16mo ; " Fireside Travels," 
a new prose work, by James Russell 
Lowell, 1 vol., 16mo; "A New Poem," 
by Coventry Patmore, author of "The 
Angel in the House," 1 vol., 16mo ; " The 
Autobiography of the Rev. Dr. Alexander 
Carlyle," containing memorials of the men 
and events of his times, edited by John 
Hill Burton ; "A New Volume," by Rev. 
Dr. Walker, late president of Harvard Uni- 
versity ; " The Complete Works of Wal- 
ter Savage Landor," library edition, re- 
vised and edited by the author ; " Beauties 
of De Quincey," selected from the writings 
of the English Opium Eater, with fine 
portrait, 1 vol., 12mo. 

Derby & Jackson's list promises many 
capital volumes in addition to those 
already announced. The following may 
now be mentioned : " Will He Find Her ?" 
a romance of New- York and New-Or- 
leans, by Henry Winterton ; " The Ro- 
mance of an Irish Girl, or Life in Two 
Worlds ;" " Methodism Successful and 
the Causes of its Success," by Rev. B. F. 
Tefft; "The Life of John C. Calhoun, 
with Sketches of His Contemporaries," by 
Bernard A. Reynolds, 3 vols., 8vo, uni- 
form with Randall's Jefferson ; a new 
work by Mad. Le Vert ; " Nine Years' 
Explorations in Search, of the Mineral 
Treasures of New and Old Mexico," by 
Capt. Jim Box, the Texan Ranger. 

Scribner's list promises, besides Morris' 
Poetical Works and " The Cottages of the 
Alps," both noticed hereafter — " Reason 
and the Bible, or the Truth of Religion," 
by Miles P. Squeir ; " A Commentary on 
Matthew," by Rev. J. Addison Alexander ; 
new editions of Dr. Alexander's " Com- 
mentaries on the Psalms," " On the Acts," 
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" On Gospel of St. Mark," Timothy Tit- 
comb's works, etc. 

Rudd & Carleton's enterprise of giv- 
ing American readers specially prepared 
translations of Balzac's famous novels, is 
one of the most pleasing ventures of the 
fall and winter trade. The initial vol- 
ume, "Cesar Birotteau," is noticed here- 
after. The others, to follow, are, " The 
Lily of the Valley," " Eugene Graudet," 
" Le Pere Goriot," " Illusions Perdues," 
" Balthazar," etc., etc. Michelet's two 
books, "L'Enfant" (The Infant), and 
" L'Oiseau" (The Bird), are also an- 
nounced, in translations by Dr. Palmer, 
translator of the same author's " La 
Femme" (Woman), and " L' Amour" 
(Love). We may remark, en passant, 
that Michelet was so pleased with Dr. 
P.'s translations of his "Woman" and 
"Love" that he has arranged with the 
translator to publish the translation in 
New- York, simultaneously with the ap- 
pearance in Paris, of the original of his 
" L'Enfant." Dr. Cumming's new vol- 
ume, " The Great Preparation," is prom- 
ised for early publication. It is a contin- 
uation of his expositions of prophecy. 
He regards the year 1867 as the final 
closing scene of our earthly drama. He 
is a profound, earnest, Christian thinker, 
whatever may be thought of his specula- 
tions. 

Harpers' announcements embrace a 
splendid series of travels and researches 
abroad, in continuation of their octavo 
editions of the works of Dr. Livingstone, 
Ellis, Atkinson, etc. They will also pub- 
lish the new work by Philip and Grace 
Wharton, entitled " The Wits and Beaux 
of Society" — a companion volume to their 
" Queens of Society," noticed in our last. 
It will be, like the " Queens," beautifully 
illustrated, and will find a large sale, for 
the theme is a piquant one. 

The " Cottages of the Alps, or Life and 
Manners in Switzerland," by Miss Anna 
C. Johnson, published by Scribner, is a 
book characterized by the original treat- 
ment which rendered the author's volume, 
" Peasant Life in Germany," so entirely 
interesting. The " Cottages" were her 
resorts, not the great highways of travel ; 
she penetrated to the homes of the people ; 
and, by associating with them in a famil- 
iar, friendly manner, she learned even 
more of the real " life and manners of 
Switzerland" than could be gleaned by 
converse with a Switzer. At this time, 
when Central and Southern Europe are 



commanding the utmost attention from 
all interested in current events, Miss 
Johnson's thorough expose of the life, lib- 
erty, and institutions of those sturdy 
republicans, w-hose brawny arms and 
brave hearts have stood for centuries a 
barrier to despotic rule, will be read with 
interest and profit. The lady has a clear 
head and a ready pen, which have render- 
ed a great service to the reading world. 

The long-announced book by Mrs. Anne 
C. Lynch Botta is, at length, published. 
It is called " A Hand-Book of Universal 
Literature" — designed for popular reading 
and to be used as a text-book in schools. 
The mere attempt to compress into one 
12mo volume of 560 pages, a history of 
literature, with citations and references 
to authors, of all ages and countries, from 
the earliest Hindoo and Sanscrit records 
down, through the Assyrian, Chaldean, 
Egyptian, Grecian and Roman writers 
to the literature of the Christian era, 
would seem to exhaust the capacity of 
such a volume ; but, the author has carried 
her processes of compression so far as to 
embrace, also, in her volume, all the his- 
tory of literature from the fall of the 
Roman Empire down to this present day. 
As a consequence she must needs dispose 
of great men in a line ; and her book reads 
like a shower of epigrams. Conversation- 
Lexicons and Encyclopedias have been 
made to do good service ; while the au- 
thor has drawn freely upon her own richly 
stored mind. In classification and ar- 
rangement the volume is a model of edi- 
torial acuteness ; and, as a whole, the 
work will be pronounced the best book 
of popular reference yet given to the 
public on this side of the Atlantic. 

" Chapters on Wives," by Mrs. Ellis, is 
a series of five stories designed especially 
to illustrate those phases of married life 
which, while they are bereft of romance, 
still tend to the development and perfect- 
ing of woman's nature. The author is 
one of those who see in home the dearest 
spot on earth, and her labors to refine 
and render happy her sex, in their woman- 
ly and wifely relations, have endeared 
her as a writer to a large class of readers. 

" The Wild Sports of India ; with Re- 
marks on the Rearing of Horses," by 
Capt. Henry Shakespeare, is from the 
press of Ticknor & Fields. Its records of 
" Wild Sports" cannot fail to satisfy the 
most inveterate lover of the excitement of 
the dangerous hunt. Capt. S. is an enthu- 
siastic hunter as well as a brave soldier, 



and his forays upon the denizens of the 
jungles and hills of India will render his 
name memorable among the great shika- 
rees. The chapters on Hog-Hunting — 
Tiger-Shooting on foot and from trees — 
Panther-Hunting — Bear-Hunting on foot 
and on horseback — Buffalo-Chasing — the 
Pursuit and Capture of Wild Elephants — 
Shooting Deer, Blue Cattle, the Hunting 
Leopard, the Antelope, the Ibex, the 
Wild Dog — are rife with the true sports- 
man's adventure. We never have read a 
book on field and wild sports which has 
interested us more. Let all lovers of the 
chase and hand-to-hand conflict read the 
captain's narrative. 

Scribner gives us Morris' Poetical 
Works, in blue and gold honors. The 
edition is the most complete yet published 
of the " American Song Writer's" produc- 
tions. The volume comprises nearly two 
hundred compositions, including, of course, 
all those songs now "household words" 
wherever the English language is spoken, 
viz.: "The Main Truck," "Woodman, 
Spare that Tree," " My Mother's Bible," 
"We were Boys together," "Near the 
Lake where Drooped the Willow," 
" Land Ho !" etc., etc. It also embraces 
the opera, " Maid of Saxony." Prefacing 
the volume is the memoir of Morris pre- 
pared by the late Horace Binney Wallace. 
' Ticknor & Fields give, in their blue 
and gold series, the " Odes of Horace," 
translated by Theodore Martin. The 
many translations of the Venusian bard 
would seem to have rendered another un- 
necessary ; but, who that reads the Odes 
in the original is satisfied with any ver- 
sion yet given ? Mr. Martin has given us 
the spirit, rather than the substance, of 
the Odes. Possessed of exquisite sensi- 
bilities, he has caught the poet's fire, and 
has sought to transfuse it into our more 
toughly tempered English by ways of his 
own. Every poem reads like an original 
paraphrase — full of rhythm, sweetness, 
and the true Latinian grace of thought, 
though preserving so much of the original, 
after all, as to make us feel that it is the 
nearest approach to Horace's own concep- 
tion of any version yet given. Witness 
this Ode to Sestius (IV. 1) : 

"Now biting Winter fled, sweet Spring lias come 

instead. 
And barks long stranded high and dry put out again 

from snore : 
Now the ox forsakes his byre, and the husbandman 

his fire, 
And daisy-dappled meadows bloom where winter frosts 

lay hoar.** 
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Neither the rhythm nor the expressions 
of the original, but it is an exquisite con- 
struction of the verse, nevertheless. The 
publishers Lave used rare discernment in 
choosing Horace for their popular little 
library of blue and gold worthies ; and 
we owe them double thanks for giving us 
Mr. Martin's musical version. 

The Balzac Novels' series promised 
by Rudd & Carleton, opens with " Ce- 
sar Birotteau" — Cesar in his glory — 
Cesar in his misfortune — Cesar and his 
loving, patient, dutiful, and beautiful 
wife. The experiment of laying before 
the American public, in correct and idio-=- 
matic translations, the works of this great- 
est of modern French novelists, could 
only have been made by those determined 
to create a taste for this style of novel. 
Balzac is as radical a realist as a Flemish 
artist. He paints the French character in 
its lights and shades, with a truthfulness 
which we here would call mercilessly 
true. Nothing in the French human heart 
escapes him ; he most literally " holds 
the mirror up to nature." He hesitates 
at nothing — glosses over no vice, gives no 
romance to virtue. This saves him from 
the ban of interdiction uttered against 
" French novels" generally, whose morbid 
pictures of virtue and vice are poison to 
any mind. The translators say : " Mrs. 
Grundy herself might approve every line 
of it (' Cesar Birotteau') — every page of 
it might be read aloud in any house ;" 
and if the works to follow are as unex- 
ceptionable, we see no reason why the 
enterprise should not command the large 
patronage which it certainly deserves. 
The translators, Messrs. 0. W. Wight and 
F. B. Goodrich, are accomplished French 
scholars, admirably fitted for the task 
they have undertaken. We shall watch 
their further translations with much in- 
terest. 

Harpers have given the young folks 
Prof. Faraday's six " Lectures on the 
Forces of Matter." Prof. F. is, in many 
respects, a remarkable man, and not the 
least of his great qualities is the ability 
to render even abstruse science intelligi- 
ble to children. These six lectures are 
confined to the Physical Foroes, and are 
so delightful in manner and -matter that 
" old children" will read them with real 
pleasure. We commend the little volume 
to the hands of all children. 

" Louisa's Last Term at St. Mary's" is a 
story for the young people — particularly 
designed for young ladies at boarding- 



schools. It is the story of one of* their 
own number, full of truth and pathos, 
that can hardly fail of making a deep im- 
pression upon the young minds for whom 
it was designed. Derby & Jackson, pub- 
lisher. 

Italy ! is now the theme of every pen. 
Garibaldi, Victor Emanuel, the Pope, the 
Austrian Emperor, are the cynosure of 
the eyes of those who are expectant for 
Freedom's sake. Every authority, there- 
fore, which gives light upon the character 
and politics of the Italian States is in re- 
quest. "Italy in Transition: Public 
Scenes and Private Opinions in the Spring 
of I860, illustrated by Official Documents 
from the Papal Archives of the Revolted 
Legations," by Wm. Arthur, is a volume 
of more than ordinary interest to reflect- 
ing persons. Its title tells its character ; 
though, we may add, its purpose is to win 
the sympathies of the Protestant world 
for the Italian people struggling in the 
chains of old and revolting tyrannies. 
Since the volume was produced, what a 
glorious bow of promise has sprung up in 
those radiant skies, bridging over the past 
with the tri-color arch, which is the ral- 
lying signal of liberty ! 

Our record would be incomplete with- 
out reference to those periodicals which 
have now become a component part of 
our literature, namely, the "Atlantic 
Monthly," " Harper's Monthly," &c, &c. 
The first-named, it is useless to deny, is 
the best monthly magazine ever produced 
in America, of the purely intellectual 
character. The good and able "Whig 
Review," and the old " Democratic Re- 
view," in their days were the exponents 
of noble phases in our mental develop- 
ment ; and " Graham's Magazine," from, 
say 1837 to 1845, was a periodical of 
which the country had reason to feel 
proud; but none of these would now 
compare with the intellectual fulness of 
the Boston monthly. It is at once learn- 
ed, graceful, and agreeable — mentally in- 
citing and exciting — a companion of our 
studies and firesides, alike; and, like a 
true man of science and of the world com- 
bined, talks in a strain of varied philoso- 
phy, and with a vivacity which interests 
even the dullest apprehension. No per- 
son can so fully appreciate such a maga- 
zine as the editor who, for years, has 
studied to cater successfully for the world 
of his readers. To him the success of the 
" Atlantic" is quite a marvel. It has 
succeeded in gathering to itself that va- 



ried and available talent of which our 
country is so rich, but which, hitherto, 
has defied the advances of editors to con- 
trol. " Putnam's Magazine," in its early 
estate, made a near approach to this suc- 
cess ; but, soon falling into the hands of a 
clique of the younger race of our authors, 
it quickly lost the supremacy justly 
claimed for its early issues, while its later 
and final history was so covered with fail- 
ure as to make us wish to forget even its 
existence. That the " Atlantic" is well 
managed is the sole secret of its literary 
greatness ; and we trust it will ever have 
that conduct which will call to its aid 
talent and mental excellence, come from 
what quarter they may. 

" Harpers' Monthly" appeals more to 
the taste for the picturesque and piquant 
in story, essay, adventure, and poem. It 
is incomparably the best " popular" maga- 
zine ever published, as is evident from its 
immense circulation and the unfailing 
satisfaction with which each issue is wel- 
comed. Its first purpose is to please — its 
second, to please — its third, to please. 
To accomplish this the publishers have 
brought all their vast resources into play, 
calling the pen, pencil, and graver, into 
requisition, with no regard to cost, and 
reaching out over the ocean to compel the 
best of English light-literature authors 
into their service. This, then, is the se- 
cret of " Harpers' " success : it has not 
failed to gratify that large class who read 
for diversion rather than for profit. To 
this class it probably will continue to ca- 
ter, constantly enlarging its circulation ; 
and it is fair to presume that another de- 
cade will find its monthly issues to reach 
the enormous number of three hundred 
thousand. 

A pleasant place at our firesides is filled 
by Godey's "Lady's Book," which has 
become a kind of household necessity to 
a vast circle of the " women of America." 
While its pages are largely given up to 
those things relating especially to a wo- 
man's wants and aids, the literature is of a 
character to render it worthy a place upon 
every centre-table. Mrs. Alice B. Haven, 
Marion Harland, Mrs. Metta V. Victor, 
Virginia F. Townsend, Mrs. Mary Jan- 
vrin, Virginia De Forest, all writers 
greatly endeared to their sex, contribute 
constantly to its pages. Mr. Godey is a 
veteran magazinist, whose scrupulous 
taste and liberality do not fail to meet 
with the reward of a large and constantly 
appreciating list of subscribers. 



